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Back to cool days

I SEE MY OLD CHUM David Alexander

has been quick to grab himself an

artist and an elephant for the up-

coming Elephant Parade in London. 

But then that’s not surprising.

Wealth manager David runs the

Alexander Associates Group, which

has its HQ on Piccadilly – and his wife,

Jayne, is doing the PR for the Elephant

Parade. A little like the Cow Parade, it

will feature 250 life-size baby elephants

hand-painted by artists and designers

and scattered across London. 

David has commissioned legendary

artist Storm Thorgeson – a founder

member of the British graphic art

group Hipgnosis – to design an

elephant, which I think he’s planning to

put in Green Park.

Storm is probably best known for

his cover art for bands like Pink Floyd.

He did the cover for Dark Side of the

Moon, for instance. It’ll be interesting

to see what he does with an elephant.

There’s more about Elephant

Parade on page 20.

THE LAST TIME I saw Charles Oak,
effervescent GM of The May Fair hotel, he
asked conversationally: “Did I ever tell you
how the Queen Mother killed my dog?”

The story is too long to go into here.
Suffice it to say that Her Majesty took a
fancy to Charles’s miniature Jack Russell,
which led more or less directly to the dog
dying in labour. Tragic, I know. I mention it
only to establish that Charles is Very Well
Connected Indeed. 

For example, he handled Madonna’s
wedding when he was at Skibo Castle in
Scotland. And when we met for lunch he

had just finished massaging Mark
Ronson’s ankle in the gym downstairs.
Janet Jackson had been staying at The
May Fair in the previous couple of weeks
and had just left, 50 Cent was due to
arrive and Clint Eastwood had recently
shot a scene from a new film starring
Matt Damon in the foyer. 

So, it came as no surprise to hear that
The May Fair had won a Cool Brand
award for 2010/11. Cool Brand? Well, it’s
a division of Super Brands and the award
is made by a private voting panel that
includes people like fashion designers

Ben de Lisi and Sadie Frost. Just to put
things in perspective, last year’s top Cool
Brand was the iPhone, which is, of
course, the coolest thing since the last
ice age.

I have to say I was pleased for
Charles and his team: they’ve had their
work cut out since Lehman Brothers filed
for bankruptcy protection – it had been a
huge client. But Charles got stuck in and
targeted the celebrity market instead, and
he did it brilliantly, as you can judge from
the paparazzi usually camped outside.
Well done, you guys.

Storming idea

STEPHEN JONES
Top hatter at Ascot
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Westminster candidates canvassed
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TAMZIN OUTHWAITE
Puts on her dancing shoes 

 


